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     On Friday, April 1, 2011 
the Empire State Center for 
the Book will induct nine 
authors into the New York 
State Writers Hall of 
Fame. Willa Cather is among 
this prestigious group of 
seven deceased and two liv-
ing authors whose writings 
have made a lasting contri-
bution to literature.   

     Willa Cather (1873-1947) 
was a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
American author who first 
achieved national recogni-
tion for novels such as O 
Pioneers! and My Ántonia, in 
which she drew on her own 
experiences of growing up 
on the frontier prairies of 
Nebraska. But Cather was 
born in Virginia, lived for 
several years in Pittsburgh, 
spent her last forty years as a 
resident of New York City, 
and traveled widely through-
out the United States and in 
Canada and Europe. The 
imaginative "Catherland" of 
her fiction draws on the full 
range of these settings and 
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Special points of interest: 

• Preserving our Past, 
Pioneering our Future 
challenge campaign 
successfully completed 

• Special double issue of 

the Willa Cather 
Newsletter & Review 
published 

• 2011 Prairie Writers’ 

Workshop with artist-
in-residence, Angela 
Glover 

• Maher begins term as 

Board of Governors 
President 

• 56th Annual Willa 

Cather Spring Confer-
ence themed ―Willa 
Cather and Her Popu-
lar Culture‖ 

• Join us for our upcom-

ing events 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Challenge Campaign 2 

Newsletter & Review 2 

Writers’ Workshop 2 

Board Officers 3 

Spring Conference 3 

Upcoming Events 4 

  

T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C A T H E R  S E M I N A R  
S L A T E D  F O R  J U N E  2 0 - 2 5 ,  2 0 1 1  

     The Seminar will take 
place on the campus of 
Smith College, in North-
ampton, MA, a setting 
replete with connections 
to Cather's life and work. 

We have encouraged papers 
that consider Cather and 
New England within the 
context of turn of the cen-
tury culture.  The Interna-
tional Cather Seminar is an 

opportunity for Cather schol-
ars and devotees to come to-
gether to celebrate her work. 
For conference registration 
details, visit our website at 
www.WillaCather.org 

Willa Cather on her 63rd birthday, December 7, 1936 
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experiences:  the backdrop 
for much of One of Ours 
(1922), for which she won the 
Pulitzer Prize, is World War I 
France; Death Comes for the 
Archbishop (1927) is set in the 
nineteenth-century American 
southwest, Shadows on the Rock 
(1931) in seventeenth-century 
Quebec; and in her powerful 
final novel, Sapphira and the 
Slave Girl (1940), Cather re-
turned to the Virginia of her 
childhood.      

     Other inductees are Doro-

thy Parker, Herman Melville, 
Madeleine L‗Engle, John 
Ashbery, Julia DeBurgos, 
Ralph Ellison, Paula Fox, and 
Lorraine Hansberry. The in-
duction ceremony into the 
NYS Writers Hall of Fame will 
be the focus of the Empire 
State Book Festival Gala in 
Albany, New York. The tick-
eted event is open to the pub-
lic. Plans are underway to 
house the NYS Writers Hall of 
Fame at the New York State 
Library in Albany.  

http://www.willacather.org/


 

Willa Cather Foundation, 
has successfully con-
cluded, significantly sur-
passing its original goal. 

     The challenge was of-
fered by two anonymous 

donors who hoped 
to generate an addi-
tional $60,000 in 
annual support from 
new and additional 
gifts in the last five 
months of 2010. 
The initiative raised 
$91,904 and encour-
aged 201 new do-

nors and 187 previous 
contributors to join the 
Foundation. 

     In addition to support-
ing the ongoing educa-
tional programs of the 
Foundation, the new re-
sources generated by the 
campaign will be used to 
bring recently donated 
archival material into the 
collection and to expand 
familiarity with the author 
among Nebraska's school 
children.  

Participants will have the 
opportunity to visit the 
Cather historic 
sites, the 608-
acre Willa 
Cather Memo-
rial Prairie, and 
to participate 
in onsite na-
ture writing.  
     The event 
will conclude 

     Planning is underway 
for the fourth Prairie Writ-
ers' Workshop in Red 
Cloud, Nebraska June 2-5, 
2011 with artist-in-
residency, Angela L. 
Glover of Simpson Col-
lege.  
     The theme is "Place-
Based Identity," with a fo-
cus on the connections 
between self and place. 

with a reception on June 5. 
Simpson will read from her 

collection, and 
writers will 
have the oppor-
tunity to share 
their work with 
the public. 
     Please join 
us and let your 
inner writer 
out! 
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Willa Cather‘s Writing.‖  
     We are delighted to pre-
sent the work of a varied 
group of scholars, as well as 
our usual news of Willa 
Cather Foundation doings 
all over the country—
seasoned with a sprinkling 
of recipes that will allow 

you to sample the many 
tastes of Willa Cather‘s 
tables.  
     Order your copy of this 
special edition today by 
calling 866-731-7304 or 
visiting 
www.WillaCather.org. 

     This expanded scholarly 
edition of the Newsletter & 
Review—our largest ever—
invites you to explore a 
generous selection of the 
fresh and engaging new 
scholarship presented at 
our 2010 Spring Confer-
ence. ―Food, Drink, and 

C 
―We are delighted to 

present the work of 

this varied group of 

scholars—seasoned 

with a sprinkling of 

recipes that will 

allow you to sample 

the many tastes of 

Willa Cather’s 

tables.‖ 
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A participant makes use of the Prai-
rie for inspiration during the 2010 

Prairie Writer’s Workshop 

     The recent Preserving our 
Past, Pioneering our Future 
challenge campaign, 
mounted to provide addi-
tional educational and 
archival programs of the 

The Red Cloud Opera House is home to the 
Foundation offices, bookstore, and gallery. 

P R E S E R V I N G  O U R  P A S T ,  P I O N E E R I N G  O U R  
F U T U R E  C H A L L E N G E  C A M P A I G N  A  S U C C E S S  



 

     The Willa Cather Founda-
tion‘s 29-member Board of 
Governors recently elected 
new officers to continue the 
preservation and promotion 
of the life, times, settings, 
and work of Willa Cather. 
     Susan Maher, Dean of the 
College of Liberal Arts at 
University of Minnesota, 
Duluth, was officially in-
stalled as president during 
the Foundation‘s January 
board meeting in Omaha, 
Nebraska. Maher succeeds 
Jay Yost, who served as 
president since January 2009. 
―Yost has been instrumental 

in advancing the Founda-
tion‘s development pro-
gram and growing our 
membership base,‖ said 
Maher. ―One of my goals is 
to continue building on 
that success by increasing 
awareness of Cather‘s leg-
acy and expanding our edu-
cational outreach activi-
ties.‖  
     Yost remains a member 
of the Foundation‘s Board of 
Governors and will serve in an 
advisory role as President 
Emeritus. Other members 
holding officer roles this year 
include: Thomas Reese Galla-

gher, New York, New York - 
Vice President, Glenda J. 
Pierce, Lincoln, Nebraska - 
Secretary, and David H. 
Porter, Saratoga Springs, 
New York – Treasurer.  
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the featured texts: Cather's 
1920 book of short stories, 
Youth and the Bright Medusa, 
and the extensive journalism 
of Cather's younger days, 
which is filled 
with reviews of 
popular entertain-
ments and celeb-
rity gossip. 
     We are also 
hosting a series 
of events that will 
allow conference 
goers to experi-
ence a bit of 
Cather's popular 
culture. Our tours of the 
historic properties of Red 
Cloud will feature popular 
songs and stories from 
Cather's fiction. On Friday 
night, Charles Smith, Fritz 
Mountford, and musicians 
from Hastings College will 
perform an original revue of 
popular songs from the 

1890s, intermixed with 
Cather's own biting and 
insightful comments on 
those songs. On Saturday, 
the Mont Alto Orchestra 

will present and 
accompany 
silent film 
comedies fea-
turing Roscoe 
"Fatty" Ar-
buckle (who 
grew up near 
Red Cloud) and 
Charlie Chaplin 
(a performer 
Cather admired 

tremendously). And, of 
course, everyone will, like 
Cather, have the exciting 
experience of meeting Rin-
Tin-Tin when Rin-Tin-Tin 
XI performs in the Red 
Cloud Opera House. 
     Register online at 
www.WillaCather.org. 

     Make plans now to at-
tend the 2011 Willa Cather 
Spring Conference in Red 
Cloud, Nebraska April 29-
30. This year's Conference 
explores and celebrates a 
theme that has not been 
often considered by 
Cather's readers: her rela-
tionship to the popular cul-
ture of her day. From her 
enjoyment of popular mu-
sic, movies, and books, to 
her writings about actresses 
and opera stars, Cather 
regularly engaged with the 
trendy, the famous, and the 
celebrated. 
     We are pursuing this 
theme in a few different 
ways. We've invited a group 
of Cather scholars to come 
to Red Cloud and speak 
about Cather's involvement 
(both in her writing and her 
life) with famous singers 
and actresses and to explore 

Susan Maher C 
―A movie, well done, 

may be very good 

indeed, may even 

appeal to what is 

called the artistic 

sense; but to the 

emotions, the deep 

feelings, never! 

Never, that is, 

excepting Charlie 

Chaplin at his best.‖ 

–Willa Cather, 

Omaha World 

Herald, 27 October 

1929 

T h e  N ew s F ro m Cat he r lan d  



 

413 North Webster Street 
Red Cloud, Nebraska 68970 
Phone: 402.746.2653 
Toll-Free: 866-731-7304 
Fax: 402-746-2652 
info@willacather.org 
www.WillaCather.org 

W i ll a  Ca t h e r Fo u n d ati o n  

April 29-30, 2011: 56th Annual Willa Cather Spring Conference  
“Willa Cather and Her Popular Culture” featuring… 

 

Gallery exhibit and reception, ―Social Networking 1890: Nebraska Opera Houses in their Heyday‖ 
 

―Walk Right Over the Footlights,‖  songs and Words from Willa Cather‘s Journalism  
featuring Hastings College Vocalists 

 

Rin Tin Tin XI, one of the most famous canines in the world.   

Willa Cather attended popular Rin Tin Tin movies in the 1920s,  
and she enjoyed meeting the dog in New Mexico in 1926 

 

The Passing Show: ―Willa Cather and Her Popular Culture‖ with  

Richard Harris, Mark Madigan, Julie Olin-Ammentorp, and Diane Prenatt  
 

Mont Alto Orchestra presenting the cinematic comedy classics Buster Keaton and Roscoe  

―Fatty‖ Arbuckle in ―The Cook‖ and the feature presentation Charlie Chaplin‘s ―The Kid‖  
 

May 9-August 9, 2011: “America Through the CBS Eye" Exhibit  
―America Through the CBS Eye‖ represents a sampling of over 30 million memorable images  

taken by CBS photographers contained in the CBS network archives dating back as far as 1928,  
when CBS first began broadcasting as a radio network 

 

May 28, 2011 at 2:00 pm: “Music on the Cather Prairie”  
Listen to the sweet sounds of music and enjoy the beauty of the Prairie at this inaugural event 

featuring Mike Adams and Pilgrim Classic Country  
 

June 2-5, 2011: Prairie Writers’ Workshop with Angela Glover 

Place-Based Identity: A creative-nonfiction workshop focused on connections between self and place  
 

June 20-25, 2011: International Seminar “Cather and the Nineteenth Century,”  
Smith College, Northampton, Massachusetts 

UPCOMING  EVENTS  

 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

President:  
Susan Maher, Duluth, MN 

Vice President:  
Thomas Reese Gallagher, New York, NY 

Secretary:  
Glenda J. Pierce, Lincoln, NE 

Treasurer:  
David H. Porter, Saratoga Springs, NY 

President Emeritus:  
John A (Jay) Yost, New York, NY 

Virgil Albertini, Kansas City, MO 

Sara Corless, Mission Hills, KS 

David B. Garwood, Red Cloud, NE 

Joel Geyer, Lincoln, NE 

Ron Hull, Lincoln, NE 

Andrew Jewell, Lincoln, NE 

Ruth H. Keene, Omaha, NE 

Lynette Krieger, Hastings, NE 

Fritz Mountford, Hastings, NE 

John J. Murphy, Santa Fe, NM 

Charles A. Peek, Grand Island, NE 

Guy Reynolds, Lincoln, NE 

Ann Romines, Alexandria, VA 

Nancy Sherwood, Red Cloud, NE 

Steve Shively, Logan, UT 

James P. Southwick, Heber City, UT 

C. Kay Stahly, Kearney, NE 

Robert Thacker, Canton, NY 

Gary W. Thompson, Red Cloud, NE 

Steven Trout, Hays, KS 

Joseph R. Urgo, St. Mary’s City, MD 

Lu Williams, Red Cloud, NE 

ADVISORY BOARD 

Bruce P. Baker II, Omaha, NE  

Laurie Smith Camp, Omaha, NE  

Charles Cather, Long Beach, CA  

Carol Cope, Kearney, NE  

James Fitzgibbon, Red Cloud, NE 

Jane Renner Hood, Lincoln, NE  

Betty Kort, Hastings, NE 

Mellanee Kvasnicka, Omaha, NE  

Lucia Woods Lindley, Evanston, IL & New York, NY  

Dale McDole, Overland Park, KS  

Gary L. Meyer, Red Cloud, NE 

Nancy S. Picchi, New York, NY  

Rhonda Seacrest, Lincoln, NE  

John N. Swift, Whittier, CA 

STAFF 

Ashley Olson, Associate Executive Director 

Stephany Thompson, Director of Programming 

Jennifer Pankoke, Office Manager 

Cheryl Wilson, Buildings and Sites Curator 

Karin Prellwitz, Maintenance  

Dorothy Mattison, Senior Tour Guide 

Priscilla Hollingshead, Tour Guide  

Angela Duca, Office Assistant/Tour Guide 

Barb Kudrna, Tour Guide 

Sylvia Andersen, Tour Guide 

Kay Blackstone, Tour Guide 

Become a Facebook “fan” of the 

Willa Cather Foundation! Visit 

www.facebook.com and search 

for the Willa Cather Foundation. 

Visit us online at www.WillaCather.org to browse our bookstore or sign up for our e-Newsletter. 


