Cather Book Club

The Great Gatsby
F. Scott Fitzgerald

Hotel Tiberio, Capri, Italy
My Dear Ms. Cather,

As one of your greatest admirersfi an admirer particularly of My Antonia, A Lost Lady, Paul’s Case and Scandal | want to write to
explain an instance of apparent plagiarism which some suspicion person may presently bring to your attention.

To begin with my new book The Great Gatsby will appear about the same time you receive this letter (I am sending you the book
besides). When | was in the middle of the first draft A Lost Lady was published and | read it with great delight. One of the finest

passages is the often quoted one toward the end which
found in Iifeé 061l could show youdé etc (all mi squot ed
Wel | a month or two before | had written into my own
charomfian i dea |1 8dd had for several years. Now my exprsessi o
but the essential similarity was undoubtedly there. | was worried because | hated the devil to cut mine out so | went to Ring Lardner

and sever al other people and showed them mine ansd your

draft to show you and am enclosing them here. The passage as finally worked out is in my Chapter One. Hoping you will understand
my motive in communicating this to you | am

With Best Wishes and Most Sincere Admiration,
F. Scott Fitzgerald

“Her face was sad and lovely with bright things in “Her eyes, when they laughed for a moment into one’s

it, bright eyes and a bright passionate mouth— own, seemed to promise a wild delight that he has not
but there was an excitement in her voice that found in life. ‘I know where it is,’ they seemed to say, ‘I
men who had cared for her found difficult to could show you!” He would like to call up the shade of the
forget: a singing compulsion, a whispered ‘Listen,’ young Mrs. Forrester, as the witch of Endor called up

a promise that she had done gay, exciting things Samuel’s, and challenge it, demand the secret of that

just a while since and that there were gay, excit- ardour; ask her whether she had really found some ever-
ing things hovering in the next hour.” blooming, ever-burning, ever-piercing joy, or whether it
— The Great Gatsby was all fine play-acting. Probably she had found no more

. . . than another; but she had always the power of suggesting
Cather wrote Fitzgerald, saying that she had read his

novel and like it quite a lot. She saw no duplication, and things much lovelier than herself, as the perfume of a sin-
that many authors have tried to say the same thing. The

only way to describe beauty was to describe its effect. gle flower may call up the whole sweetness of spring.

—A Lost Lady
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T  Childnhood OA profound indictment of dheass pr
His father declared bankruptcy, Great Gatsby explores the conflict between decency and self-indulgence. In

iz Fizgerale sl plyeel i the novel 8s famous conclusion, the
the rich kids in town—a fact . ,

that would inform his fiction.

1 1913-1917

The Princeton Years: It is dur-
ing this time that he would
sharpen his ideas about class
and privilege in the U.S.

I n t h efii The BiyRekde . 0

The novel’s action occurs in 1922 between June and September.
How does Nick’s non-chronological narration shape your response
to the events surrounding the mystery of Jay Gatsby?

2. Nick believes he is an honest, non-judgmental narrator. Do you

T wwi agree!
Stationed in Alabama, where he . .
el Edllien fadl rendes s 3. Gatsby believes that the past can be repeated. Is he right?
s e Sie ot 4. Why does Daisy sob into the “thick folds” of Gatsby’s beautiful

irts?
1 1920s shirts?
During this decade, Fitzgerald 5. What do the faded eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg symbolize? Is there
would become a celebrated a connection between this billboard and the green light at the end of
author, gaining material wealth Daisy’s dock?
and critical acclaim. He marries alsy's docke
Zelda Sayre, a flapper and au- 6. Perhaps the novel’s climax occurs when Gatsby confronts Tom in
thor in her own right. In 1924, New York. Did Daisy’s ultimate choice surprise you? |s it consistent
the family moves to France and ith h h )
Fitzgerald becomes a staple with her character:
member of what would later be 7. Do you agree with Nick’s final assertion that Gatsby is “worth the
GISINES CIL G SR whole damn bunch put together”? Why or why not?
f 1930s How does Fitzgerald foreshadow the tragedies at the end?
The tumultuous 20s took a toll "
on the Fitzgeralds, as alcohol Does the novel critique or uphold the values of the Jazz Age and the
and excess eventua”y aid in feal"S Of the LOSt Generatlon?
Zelda's 1932 mental break- 10. Fitzgerald wrote, “You don’t write because you want to say some-

down. She would spend the

majority of the rest of her life
in institutions. Fitzgerald con-
tinued to write, selling stories
to magazines to make a living.

1 1940

Fitzgerald dies of a heart attack
in a Hollywood friend’s apart-
ment while eating chocolate
and listening to Beethoven.

thing, you write because you have something to say.” What did he
have to say in The Great Gatsby!?

. Fitzgerald scholar Matthew J. Bruccoli claims: “The Great Gatsby does

not proclaim the nobility of the human spirit; it is not politically cor-

rect; it does not reveal how to solve the problems of life; it delivers

no fashionable or comfortable messages. It is just a masterpiece.” Do
you agree!

Information provided by THE BIG READ A National Endowment for the Arts



