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Mari Sandoz (Mary Susette Sandoz) grew up in the 
Sandhills during the time of its settlement, primarily 
by her father�³ Jules Sandoz. As a child, Mari was 
surrounded by the harshness of the American West, 
spending time with trappers, traders, Indians, and 
settlers. The events of her childhood would inform 
her writing throughout her life, and she would later 
�W�H�O�O���D�V�S�L�U�L�Q�J���Z�U�L�W�H�U�V���W�R���´�S�L�F�N���D���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���\�R�X���N�Q�R�Z���Z�H�O�O����
�D�Q�G���Z�U�L�W�H���D�E�R�X�W���L�W���µ�� 
 

She was educated by her father until the age of 9, when she was allowed 
to go (although sporadically) to public school. At 16, she began teaching 
in order to help support the family. 

 
Sandoz would go on to a successful career as a teacher, editor, re-
searcher, and writer. Because he so strongly disagreed with her writing 
�H�I�I�R�U�W�V�����0�D�U�L���G�L�G�Q�·�W���S�X�E�O�L�V�K���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���Q�D�P�H���6�D�Q�G�R�]���X�Q�W�L�O���-�X�O�H�V�·�V���G�H�D�W�K���L�Q��
1928. 

 

Sandoz describes how she came to tell this 
�V�W�R�U�\�����W�K�U�R�X�J�K���´�W�K�H���V�L�O�H�Q�W���K�R�X�U�V���R�I���O�L�V�W�H�Q�L�Q�J��
behind the stove or the wood box, when it 
was assumed, of course, that I was asleep in 
bed. So it was that I heard the accounts of 
the hunts. Of the fights with the cattlemen 
and the sheepmen, of the tragic scarcity of 
�Z�R�P�H�Q�����Z�K�H�Q���D���P�D�Q���K�D�G���W�R���¶�P�D�U�U�\���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J��
�W�K�D�W�� �J�R�W�� �R�I�I�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�D�L�Q���·�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �G�U�R�X�J�K�W�V���� �W�K�H��
storms, the wind and isolation. But the 
most impressive stories were those told me 
�E�\���2�O�G���-�X�O�H�V���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���µ�� 

Mari Sandoz 

~ 
1896-1966 

�´�2�Q�H���F�D�Q���J�R���L�Q�W�R���D���Z�L�O�G���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���D�Q�G��
make it tame, but, like a coat and cap 
and mittens that he can never take off, 
he must always carry the look of  the 
�O�D�Q�G���D�V���L�W���Z�D�V�����>�«�@���+�H���F�D�Q���E�X�L�O�G��
him a fine house and wear the stiff  

collar, but he will always look like the 
grass where the buffalo have eaten and 
smell of  the new ground his feet have 

�Z�D�O�N�H�G���R�Q���µ�� 

 

Kira Gale is a writer, filmmaker, and historian. She is the co-editor of the Resource 
Guide to Six Nebraska Authors: Bess Streeter Aldrich, Willa Cather, Loren Eiseley, 
Wright Morris, John G. Neihardt and Mari Sandoz.  

�.�L�U�D���*�D�O�H�·�V���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�\���H�[�K�L�E�L�W���´�2�O�G���-�X�O�H�V���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\�µ���L�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���R�Q���G�L�V�S�O�D�\���D�W��
the Opera House Gallery. It chronicles the landscape of the sand hills in the 
�V�D�P�H�����V�L�P�S�O�H���E�H�D�X�W�\���R�I���6�D�Q�G�R�]�·�V���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���� 

An expert on Sandoz and her writings, Kira will speak and answer questions for 
our book club meeting for Old Jules. 

Old Jules 
1935 


